








In recent times, a concept of education has taken root in which the school is the 
only player. One of the members of the ecosystem has claimed hegemony and 
virtual exclusivity to such an extent that the very notion of education is associated 
with what goes on in schools. Such an interpretation forgets that we are shaped 
within the complex interrelationship of a network of di�erent contexts which 
transcends the speci�cities of the school setting.

Public policies have helped consolidate this idea in such a way that, when 
considering education in the 21st-century, both the public at large and government 
authorities fall prey to the crude reductionism of focusing the debate on school in 
the 21st century.

Families have also taken this conceptual framework on board, accepting the 
subordinate role drawn up and requested by schools. We think of families as a 
form of support, creating formulae to facilitate their ‘improved’ participation. To 
an extent, families are even blamed for learning failure. Family-school relations 
are approached from a one-way perspective. Making them two-way is now one 
of the major challenges in the new ecology of learning.

And yet the situation is changing. A radically di�erent model of action and relation 
is beginning to emerge: other contexts like family, community, neighbourhood, 
shared resources, virtual environments… are acquiring increasing relevance.

Project SELF is a pioneering initiative in this respect. It aims to explore, experiment, 
evaluate…and, in short, weave a tapestry of promising  and  worthwhile links 
with other educational contexts. �e school of the future must position itself 
within this framework, in which the school context is just one of the members 
of the educational ecosystem, one of the nodes in a network of much broader, 
multidirectional links between all the potential learning scenarios. �rough their 
interaction, this complex network de�nes the ‘personal learning pathway’ that 
makes the comprehensive development of each and every student meaningful, 
plausible and forward-looking. From this perspective, Project SELF is a giant leap 
in the right direction.

Rodrigo J. García
Pedagogue
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